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The Knowledge Miles Lecture Series, part of the 695th Lord Mayor's term in 2023-2024, was a year-long 
initiative championed by Alderman Professor Michael Mainelli. The series of 103 lectures, hosted by the 
Gresham Society, aligned with Michael’s mayoral theme “Connect to Prosper – The Knowledge Miles in the 
World’s Coffeehouse”, emphasising London's role as a global hub for innovation, knowledge exchange, and 
economic collaboration.



Celebration of Knowledge Ecosystems: The series 
highlighted the concentration of over 40 learned societies, 
70 universities, and 130 research institutes within London’s 
financial district, promoting the intersection of technology, 
science, and finance .

Support for Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs): By 
fostering innovation and problem-solving, the lectures 
inspired actionable ideas that contribute to global 
challenges, including sustainability and economic 
resilience.

Collaboration and Inclusivity: The initiative bridged 
creative, technical, professional, and financial sectors, 
fostering a collaborative environment that nurtures 
transformative solutions.
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Objectives



In Numbers
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103Number of lectures

115,442Engaged people
(attendance, post-viewing)

201Largest single online 
attendance

325%
(and growing…)

Post-viewing ratio
attendance/post-viewing

81%
(audience participation)Average online interest rating

70%
(continuous attentiveness)Average online attentiveness

“Fire Risks Involving Lithium-Ion 
Batteries: The Problems These Batteries 

Pose And The Emerging Techniques To 
Counter Them”

Most popular live

“Out With Council Tax, In With A Green 
Land Value Tax!”Most popular on YouTube
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Knowledge Miles Lecture Series Topics

Health and Science Environment Business and Technology

Law Art and Humanities London History

Economics Religion
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City livery companies are a central element of the Lectures. 55 out of the 111 have 
taken part, focusing on the forward-looking elements of their work rather than their 
traditions.

Other City bodies have contributed, ranging from Lloyd’s of London and the Bank of 
England to the City of London Police, ranging from the work of the Old Bailey to 
Vision 2050 for the Port of London. 

Prominent speakers included:

• Professor Sir Adrian Smith, President of the Royal Society

• Christopher Smith, Executive Head of the Arts and Humanities Research Council

• Andy Haldane, Chief Executive Officer of The RSA (The Royal Society For Arts, 
Manufactures & Commerce)

• Sir Kenneth Olisa, Lord Lieutenant of Greater London

• Sir David Omand, former Head of GCHQ

• Dean Andrew Tremlett, St Paul’s Cathedral

• Pete O’Doherty, City of London Police

• Sir Martyn Lewis

• Sir Jonathon Porritt

Wider institutions provided speakers from the Francis Crick Institute, the European 
Space Agency, and CERN.

‘City’ Participation



Humanitarian Surgery In Gaza – 14 Years In War & 
“Peace”
“I just wanted to say how impactful I found yesterday’s 
webinar. I appreciate your running it; not many 
organisations would have done it. Thank you.”

The Playing-Card Industry & Its Relevance Today
“What a fascinating lecture! You do present some 
wonderful events which expand my horizons”

Waste Of Space: The Problem With Space Debris
“I am so pleased the talk is online. I am a planetary 
astronomer and space debris has the potential to really 
interfere with our work.”

Seeing Is Believing: The Miracle Of Modern Eye Health 
Care
“This is an excellent and fascinating talk, my thanks to 
Professor Chris Hammond.”



Diverse Lecture Topics: Themes range from 
sustainability and technology to economic innovation, 
showcasing the relevance of interdisciplinary 
knowledge in shaping future prosperity .

Public Engagement: The online format has expanded 
access, allowing a broader audience to engage with 
thought leaders and experts in various fields, 
reinforcing London’s position as a leading intellectual 
centre.

Legacy Building: The series not only honours London’s 
rich history of knowledge sharing, but also establishes 
a forward-looking narrative that promotes continuous 
learning and innovation.
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Highlights

The Knowledge Miles Lecture Series underscores the importance of 
intellectual exchange in driving economic and social progress, leveraging 

London's unique ecosystem to inspire global impact.


